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provement and added to the burden of the country.
They are persons of skill drawn from the future supply
of that monopoly in favor of which they are prosecut-
ed. In case of the death of the debtor, this rigorous
demand falls upon the ruined houses of widows and
orphans, and may be easily converted into a means
either of cruel oppression or a mercenary indulgence,
according to the temper of the exactors. Instead of
thus having recourse to imprisonment, the old balance
is sometimes deducted from the current produce.
This, in these circumstances, is a grievous discourage-
ment. People must be discouraged from entering in-
to a business, when, the commodity being fixed to one
invariable standard and confined to one'market, the
best success can be attended only with a limited ad-
vantage, whilst a defective produce can never be com-
pensated by an augmented price. Accordingly, very
little of these advances has been recovered, and after
much vexation the pursuit has generally been aban-
doned. It is plain that there can be no life and vigor
in any business under a monopoly so constituted; nor
can the true productive resources of the country, in
so large an article of its commerce, ever come to be
fully known.

The supply for the Company's demand in England
has rarely fallen short of two thousand tons, nor much
exceeded two thousand five hundred. A discretiona-
ry allowance of this commodity has been made to the
French, Dutch, and Danes, who purchase their allot-
ted shares at some small advance on the Company's
price. The supply destined for the London market
is proportioned to the spare tonnage; and to accom-
modate that tonnage, the saltpetre is sometimes sent
to Madras and sometimes even to Bombay, and that